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finances. We had the right to appoint the financial coun-
sellor to the Korean Emperor, i.e., practically the Korean
Minister of Finances. As for Japan, the treaty guaranteed
her certain commercial and industrial rights and privileges
in Korea. Thus the treaty demarcated the spheres of influ-
ence of the two states in independent Korea (the Sino-
Japanese treaty provided for the independence of that
country),
After the Sino-Japanese war and the subsequent increase
of our Pacific fleet, the Naval Department began to look
for a harbour to be used by our warships, for, in view of
strained relations with Japan, it was no longer safe to rely
upon the Japanese ports. In 1895, the Chinese Govern-
ment agreed to open to us the port of Kiao-Chow, but as a
matter of fact we did not take advantage of this privilege,
for we found the harbour inconvenient.
The question of a harbour for our warships remained
open till late in 1897, when Germany landed an armed
force at Kiao-Chow, on the southeastern coast of the Kwan-
tung peninsula. The news came to me as a complete sur-
prise. The Foreign Minister, however, was not altogether
surprised by Germany's step. Several days afterward the
German diplomats issued a statement to the effect that Ger-
many's vessels had entered the port in order to punish the
Chinese for the assassination of a German missionary,
which had taken place some time previously* It appeared
odd, however, that this punishment should have necessi-
tated the occupation of the entire port by a considerable
armed force landed by a strong naval squadron.
On receiving the news of the landing, the Chinese Gov-
ernment asked for a detachment of Russian warships to be
sent to Kiao-Chow for the purpose of watching the actions
of the Germans. At 'first our Charge d'affaires at Peking
was notified from St. Petersburg that the warships had
been dispatched to the Chinese port in question, but the